
CHOOSING LIFE:  MORAL COMPLEXITY, BIBLICAL CONSISTENCY,  
AND LOVING COMPASSION 

Psalm 139 
 

INTRODUCTION:  For the past twenty-two years, our nation has been troubled by the decision of 
the Supreme Court to make abortion a legal option for those with unwanted pregnancies.  The 
Roe v. Wade decision has resulted in the death of millions of unborn infants and a nation-wide 
conflict which shows no signs of going away. 
 
 With recent acts of violence against doctors and staff members of abortion clinics, 
Christians have had to clarify their position on the entire matter of the right to life.  Today, I would 
like to go over the biblical response to such matters by reviewing materials I first introduced six 
years ago here at Providence. 
 
 As those who follow Jesus Christ, we have a clear responsibility to lead the way in 
presenting viable solutions to an issue that has spiritual and moral implications, both for the 
nation and for the individuals involved in making life and death decisions. 
 
 More and more, the world-view of those who have embraced the truth of God has been 
challenged by some rather bizarre propositions embraced by an increasingly secular world.  
Nowhere is this any more evident than in the perspectives represented in our nation's position on 
abortion.   
 
 The sanctity of human life has been alternately affirmed and denied by the same groups 
depending on the need of the moment and whether or not it serves their purposes.  Any 
commitment to absolute truth has been avoided and inconsistency has reigned rather than a 
balance of biblical revelation and human reason. 
 

ILLUS.  According to our tax laws, an unborn child who is violently taken from the womb by 
abortion and somehow manages to survive for a short time--whether a few moments or a few 
days--is considered a dependent of the mother for the entire year.  In other words, this 
"product of conception, or fetal tissue" is a living person.  The same child is determined to be 
without rights if the mother chooses to abort, or end the life of the child, as if it were not a 
living person. 

 
     The letter Paul wrote to the Corinthians reminds us that without a spiritual basis, the natural 
man cannot hope to understand the things of God, the values of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:14  But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for 
they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 
appraised. 

 
     Yet, we must still stand up for the King of this kingdom and recognize that we are responsible 
to speak and act according to our new identity as citizens of heaven still on earth. 
 

THESIS: As our Creator, God has given us life and with it we have received personal 
significance and a divine purpose which cannot rightly be shut off without violating 
the very character of the Lord. 

 
     Today, we want to examine the biblical perspective on every person's right to live--from 
conception until their natural days are ended. 
 
 



  I.  THE NEED FOR CORRECT INFORMATION 
 

--The level of frustration rises in direct proportion to the amount of misinformation given on 
the subject of abortion. 

 
--We must address the need for correct information by looking for ways to communicate 
clearly what God's Word has to say on the matter. 
 

ILLUS.  The Knight-Ridder News Service ran a story a few years ago about the way 
information about the spiritual implications of abortion are being addressed by counselors 
at abortion clinics.  Since so many women are asking about the spiritual crisis they are 
facing, clinics are being forced to include some information for them -- as heretical and 
erroneous as it might be! 
 The article states, “As the abortion rights movement matures, counselors are 
searching for a better understanding of the spiritual crisis that for some women continues 
to surround the choice.  `In the counseling sessions (in abortion clinics), women are 
bringing up spirituality very often,’ says psychotherapist Corrintha Rebecca Bennett, who 
provides abortion counseling and trains abortion counselors in Washington.”   
 The need has prompted a response.  When finding women who are struggling 
with God’s view of abortion, one counselor’s practice has been to ask the woman if she 
believes that God is a forgiving God.  If the answer is yes, she then hands her a pamphlet 
that has “spiritual advice, prayers and a snippet of a song:  `I found God in myself and 
loved her fiercely.’” 

 
--Christians first need to ask their questions of the Scriptures. 

 
--Only then will many needless errors be avoided, the kind of errors made when 
wandering through the thick woods of modern opinions which have divorced 
themselves from any foundation by denying the existence of propositional and 
revelational truth. 

 
--One of most difficult obstacles to overcome in this battle for life is the exclusion of complete 
information from the public in general and women with unwanted pregnancies in specific. 

 
--Media and educators whose watchwords are the "right to know" have fought long and 
hard to keep the facts about abortion quiet calling the truth "manipulative and coercive"! 

 
--David speaks in the clearest possible way regarding the matter of life for the unborn in 
Psalm 139: 

 
A.  THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF LIFE 

 
Psalm 139:13, 15  For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me in my 
mother's womb... 15 My frame was not hidden from Thee, When I was made in secret, 
And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth. 

 
1.  God is the Author, the Originator of Life 

 
--Life does not exist until He says so and He "forms my inward parts" while I am still 
in the womb. 
 

--Conception is a biological matter, but the Lord is the Author of the process and 
human life begins when conception takes place. 

 



2.  God is the Architect, the Planner of Life 
 

--Human life is carefully woven by the Lord in the womb of the mother and He plans 
and executes the development of each tiny detail. 
 

--All the verification we need to confirm that is to look at the unborn child at any 
stage of its development and see the features in place. 

 
B.  THE PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF LIFE 

 
--Each person is created by God in order to bring glory and honor to His name, therefore, 
each has eternal significance in the eyes of the Lord. 
 

Psalm 139:6, 17 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot 
attain to it...17 How precious also are Thy thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum 
of them! 

 
--He reveals Himself and His thoughts to mankind that we may know Him and 
worship Him. 

 
Psalm 139:1-4  O LORD, Thou hast searched me and known me. 2 Thou dost know 
when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from afar. 3 

Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, And art intimately acquainted with 
all my ways. 4 Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O LORD, Thou 
dost know it all. 

 
--He cares enough to acquaint Himself with all my ways. 
 

--Our significance to the Lord comes from the fact that He created us in His image for 
His own glory --  He cares enough about us to know us intimately. 

 
C.  THE GIFT AND PRIVILEGE OF LIFE 

 
--Since God gives life, it is indeed a gift and not to be thrown away, wasted, or taken from 
another because it is His to give and our privilege to receive! 
 

--Life is not a right, but a divinely given privilege! 
 

D.  THE DIRECTION AND PROTECTION OF LIFE 
 

--God has established that life is to be lived to its fullest degree only when it is lived 
according to His prescribed pattern revealed specifically in His Word. 

 
--His Word establishes the boundaries beyond which we cannot go if we are to 
experience His best for us. 

 
--No one breaks God's law, but we all find that instead WE ARE BROKEN when we 
disregard God's law. 

 
--People are afraid of... 

...giving up their immorality 

...becoming accountable 

...being rejected 
 

--Therefore, they become irrational to protect themselves!! 
 



--The extreme consequences of life in violation of God's will can clearly be seen in the 
matter of abortion. 

 
 II.  THE NEED FOR CONFRONTING INCONSISTENCY 
 

--Time and again we hear advocates for abortion saying, "I am not in favor of abortion, I just 
support the right to have one." 

 
--There is a major problem of consistency here which must be confronted. 

 
--I would like to point out a few examples of this inconsistency. 

 
A.  THE ATTACK FROM "QUALITY OF LIFE" 

 
--At the very root of much of the abortion debate is the "quality" versus "sanctity" of 
human life question. 
 

--"Quality of Life" proponents argue from a life-view which exalts an ideal human 
existence and looks to execute anything less than the ideal. 

 
--The inconsistency of their position is seen in that they must accept some standard of 
judgment to determine what constitutes "quality". 

 

ILLUS. To the doctor who suggests that abortion is the best way to deal with a 
mentally or physically handicapped unborn child, his standard has been arbitrarily 
selected--physical and mental standards.  Could not the philosopher or ethicist 
provide an equally strong case for ending the life of the doctor on the basis of his 
moral or spiritual handicap? 

 
--The point is that there is no consistently acceptable standard by which "quality of life" 
questions can be answered for a secular world! 

 
B.  THE APPEAL TO CONVENIENCE 

 
--With a large percentage of abortions being performed on an elective, not a therapeutic, 
basis, the appeal of the procedure is that it seems to remove an inconvenient "problem". 
 

--The inconsistency here is that few are ever informed of the devastating physical, 
psychological and emotional consequences of the abortion. 

 

ILLUS.  After spending some time with a woman just this week who has recently 
undergone the trauma of abortion, her strongest and most urgent desire is that women be 
told, "There are other options--abortion is the hardest way out of your problem! A part of 
you dies when that child is taken!" 

 
--Any appeal to the "convenient" removal of the problem child fails to tell the whole 
truth--the promise of convenience cannot be kept! 

 
C.  THE ARGUMENT FROM AMORALITY 

 
--Others argue that this cannot be reduced to a moral issue, but must be discussed in 
clinical terms stripped of any ethical or spiritual context--it is simply a biological 
procedure, they argue. 



 
--Such a position cannot be supported by anyone who believes God's Word, as our 
text has already shown. 

 
--For the Christian, there can be no "amoral" issue here because life is involved, a life 
given by God Himself. 

 
D.  THE APPLICATION OF SELECTIVE REASON 

 
--The big appeal of the advocates of abortion is to "reason", since this approach is the 
only logical conclusion caring people can reach, they say. 

 
--This logic, this reason, states that an unborn child addicted to drugs through the 
mother's habit makes the mother accountable legally; that an attack on a pregnant 
mother which results in the death of the unborn child results in murder charges against 
the assailant--the same child in the same womb can be legally killed moments before and 
this is reasonable, this is rational? 

 
E.  THE ABDICATION OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 
--Continual emphasis is placed on the rights of the mother but seldom is anything ever 
said about the responsibility of the mother. 
 

--All rights carry certain responsibility with them, and the right to God-given life is co-
extensive to mother and child! 

 
--She cannot abdicate her responsibility to protect that right in her child for the sake of 
maintaining her own rights. 

 
III.  THE NEED FOR CONSISTENT INTENSITY 
 

--For too long, public opinion about abortion has been molded by a "carefully managed 
presentation of the facts". 
 

--Christians seem to run hot and cold on the subject, indignant some days and oblivious 
other days. 

 
--We have to learn to be consistent in our response to sin in whatever form we find it! 

 
A.  INDIGNATION TOWARD THE SIN 

 
--How do you think the Lord feels about all of this? 
 

--He has indicated throughout the Bible how much He hates sin. 
 
--How much should our hearts be in accord with His regarding sin, indignant with the 
offense to His holiness and the damage it does to those we love? 

 
1.  Acknowledge the Sins Involved 

 
--Many try to excuse themselves by denying the sinfulness of abortion and the other 
accompanying sins which lead them to it. 

 
 
 
 



2.  Abhor the Sins' Consequences 
 

--If you cannot appreciate the offense of sin to the Lord, perhaps a look at its 
consequences in the lives of sinners will help you appreciate the serious nature of it. 
 

ILLUS. Diseases which threaten the lives of those we love are seldom loved the way 
we continue to love the sin which hurts so deeply those who continue in it 

 
B.  INTERCESSION FOR THE PROPONENTS 

 
--Rather than lash out at the proponents of abortion, we should intercede on their behalf 
and ask the Lord to remove the veil, the scales over their eyes, so that they may 
understand the sanctity of human life. 
 

--That does not preclude activism, but it must always precede it. 
 
--Do we have a burden large enough to prompt us to pray about abortion? 

 
C.  INTEGRITY IN THE RESPONSE 

 
1.  Integrity toward God: Never Condoning the Sin 
 

--We never have a right to condone what the Lord forbids! 
 
2.  Integrity toward One Another:  Never Condemning the Sinner 
 

--Instead of condemnation for one who has fallen, would not compassion prove to be 
more appropriate? 

 
 IV.  THE NEED FOR COMPASSIONATE INDIVIDUALS 
 

A.  COMPASSION FOR THE TEMPTED AND THE GUILTY 
 

--Many women have been tempted, are today being tempted, with the "no-win solution" of 
abortion. 
 

--Many others have already succumbed and now have to deal with immeasurable 
guilt. 

 
--WHERE IS THE COMPASSION OF THE BODY OF CHRIST? 
 

--What can we do? 
 

1.  Restore an Atmosphere of Compassionate Acceptance 
 

--So many young women turn to the only alternative they can face because of the 
shame. 
 

--Who will welcome them with compassion into their homes so that one sin will 
not be compounded by another. 

 
 
 
 



2.  Recognize the Anguish of Societal Pressure 
 

--Why do women abort their babies if not for a deep sense of pressure in society to 
look out for "number one", to guard one's own reputation and ambitions at all costs? 
 

--An interesting study to heighten our awareness of the pressures would be to 
examine why women choose abortion and how their deepest anxieties capture 
them. 

 
3.  Receive these Abandoned Ones with Realistic Alternatives 

 
• Will we help them find a place to live if they get kicked out? 
• Will we stick with them when everyone else turns away? 
• Will we help them face the tough decisions and offer them our resources to follow 

through on their plan to keep the child? 
• Will we help with doctor bills and hospital costs should the need arise? 
• Will we count on government to do what we in the church should do instead? 

 
--WE NEED REALISTIC ALTERNATIVES! 
 

4.  Relieve the Alienation through Christ's Reconciliation 
 

--The prodigal son parable tells us of a Father who loves to welcome back the lost 
child, the lonely child who needs to be reconciled. 
 

--What is our message to the woman considering abortion, to the one who has 
already gone through with it? 

 
--Guilt and shame can only be taken away when they are washed away by the blood 
of Jesus Christ! 
 
--Then you can be reconciled to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

B.  COMPASSION FOR THE VICTIM AND THE UNBORN 
 

1.  Protection for Chance to Be Born 
 

--The child has that right to be born because he/she has value in the eyes of God. 
 

--Since he cannot protect himself, we must, out of compassion, protect his 
chance to be born. 

 
2.  Promise of Chance to Be Born Again 

 
--Many in the pro-life movement have done great things to combat abortion, to guard 
the right to be born, but once the child is born, they forget their obligation to be as 
concerned that he be born again, this time of the Spirit. 

 
CONCLUSION:  If it seems that all this weighs heavily on the mother, it does.  But she does not 
bear the responsibility alone!  Largely, she has had to make decisions about abortion without any 
support or guidance--she has been desperately alone and often feels abandoned by everyone 
who should really care. 
 
     In our churches and among activists in both the pro-life and pro-choice movements, there is a 
needed response which largely remains in the shadows.  We need to say to each person involved 



in the decision:  "Sin has its consequences and when you try to cover it up, the consequences 
usually grow rather than diminish or go away." 
 
There are some who think they can right one wrong by another wrong, but the scriptures tell us 
otherwise “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also 
reap"(Gal. 6:7). 
 
     This morning there is good news and bad news for each of us here.  Whether the sin is 
immorality which has led someone further into the sin of abortion, or whether the sin is apathy 
and indifference among believers who have turned away from a difficult problem,  God speaks a 
word of hope, of forgiveness, of restoration, of acceptance, of healing, of comfort in your grief, of 
reconciliation to fellowship with Him. 
 
     Friend, you can know these through Jesus Christ!  When He was crucified at Calvary, He took 
your sin with Him to the grave and you no longer have to bear that burden which has crushed 
your heart and threatened to take your very life! 
 
     Christians, we have a ministry to fulfill to hurting people who have been wounded by the 
effects of their sin, sin no different than yours or mine in its eternal consequences.  We must 
demonstrate in practical ways the compassion of Christ as we ourselves have received it for our 
brokenness by our sin! 
 
     Today we offer life--life in the authority and in the name of Jesus Christ.  No, you do not have 
a "right to life", but by His grace He loves you enough to give it anyway! 
 
     Will you accept what He offers you today? 
 
Psalm 139:23-24   Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious 
thoughts; 24 And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way 


